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Smaller aUTRSADY Nama:

MOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY

RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORITY)

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and Z7
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (51 2015/234)

NOTICE

NOTES

1. Date of announcement Tuesday, 9 June 20248 (a)

2 Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountabllity Return (AGAR). The AGAR has bean published with this notice,
It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller authority has
certifled ltnolf as exompt from the appointed audiors review.

Any person intorosted has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR,
the accounting records for the financial year 1o which it relates and all books,
desds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to
| these records must be made avallable for inspection by any person inforesiod,
| For the year ended 31 March 2026, these documents will be avallable on
reasonablé notlce by application to:

in) Jayhe Saunders. Cherk 10 the Council & RFU
1 Village Way. Farndon, Newark, Notts, NGZ24 45X
Tel: 07040 601384 Emad: cleruflhostonpe oo Ul

eammencng on (o) _ Wednesday 10 Juna 2026

and ending on () __Tuesday 21 July 2006

3. Local government electors and thelr represantatives also have:

« The opporunity 10 GUAETGN the appowded AUGISr AboUt the BCCountng
records, and

s  The right to make an obscsion which concems a mater in respect of which
the appointed guditor could saher make @ public ntarast report or apply 10
the court Tor @ deciaration that an lfem of account & unlawful Witten notioe
of a0 objection must first be gen 1o the audiior 3nd A copy sent to the
amalss s thonty

Tha appointed auditor can be cortacted at the address in pal agraph 4 balow for
s purposs babween B abowe Galés only

4. The smalier authority's AGAR Is enly subject to review by the appointed
auditor i gquestions of objections raised under the Local Aodit and
Accountahility Act 2014 lead o the involvemnent of the auditor. The appointed
auditor k.

PEF Litdejolm LLP (Ref: SBA Team]
30 Churchill Placa
London E14 SRE

[tk pkf-Lcom)

£. This announcemont is made by (&) Jayne Saundors, Clerk 1o the Council &
RFD

(6] \rmert dalw of placng of ™ Motien
which msd ba not iess an 1 dey beloe
ihe s i o) Dilow

jo)  mmert  mame podilion  and
nofeemadmiaphong  Aumbor el
adgreds, as appropngie, of the Cieh of
pEhesr peraon 19 whath ATy [ErELn may
apply 18 rpec e acemni

[} Irsert dale, which moed be o =3sd 1
iy afer the date of nounceme o (a)
ahiove and expclly 30 workang days
tetoeg T dalg apporded in () besow

(6] The nspoction pered bebesn [0
mwd (el D X owomsg diys
inciuase and ruad nchade the S0t 10

witiing days of July

(o} incart nama e poston of perdn
placig S nolide — Ful QErLon must ke
thet redponsible fmancal offios br e

| smaller sty




LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Pleaso note that this summary applies to all relovant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and "other’ smaller autheritios.

The basic position

The Locnl Apdit pnd Accountabiley Acf 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors sppointed to smalber
authorilies, This summary explans the provisions contained in Sections 26 ard 27 of the Act. The Acl
and the Arcounts and Audit Regulations 2015 also cover the dutes, responsibililies and rights of smaller
authorities, ofher organisations and the public concerning 1he accounts being duclited.

As 3 Iocal elector, or an inferesied person, you have cerlaln legal rights in respect of e accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested peison you ¢an inspect accounting records and relalod
documents, f you are a local govemment elector for the area fo which the accounts reiate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have 12 pay directly for exercising
your rights. However, amy resuiting costs incurred by Ihe smaller authority farm part of its runming cosls.
Theralore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your nights through their counc
toax

The right to inspect the accounting recerds

Ary interesied person c2n inspecd the gocounting recorda, which includes bul is not limited to local
leciors. You can inspact the accounting records for the financial year fo which the auds relates and all
books, deeds, contracts. bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating 10 those records. You
can copy 81, of pan. of these records of documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, ar
redate fo 4N e in 1he dccounis. You cannot. for cxample, Inspect or copy documents unrelated lo the
accounls, of that include personal information (Section 26 (6) — (10) of the Azt explsins whal is meant
by personal inforrmation). You cannot inspecl mformation which & protectad by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commenoal confidentislity & was released 10
the public and there is not. sel against this, a very sirong reason in the pubfc interest why it showd
nevertheless be disciosed

When smaller authorities have fireshed preparing accounts for the financal year and appreved them.
they must publish them (including on 8 website), There must be a 20 working day period, called the
‘penod for the exercise of public fights’. during which you can exercise your siatutory right 10 nspect
the accouriting records. Smaller autharities must tell the pubic. including advertising this on their
wehsila, thal the accountng records and related documents are avallable 1o inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days 0 inspect and make copees of the acoouniting records. You may
have lo pay a copying charge. The 30 working cay period mus! mciude @ common period al inspection
during which 2 smaller authonties’ accouning records are avalabie [0 inspect, This will be 1-148 July
2028 for 202526 accounts. The adverisement must set out the dates of the perind for [he exercise of
pubdc rights. how you can communicate 1o the smafler autharily Ihat you wish fa ingpect the pccounting
fecords and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legisiation Mat
govemns the inspeclion of accounts and elyedtons.

The right to ask the avditor questions about the accounting recards

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accowrding records, since they hod all tha
getails. If you are a local elector, your right 10 ask guestions af the external auditor is enshrined in law.,
However while the auditor will answer your guestions where possible, they are nel always obiged to
do 0. For examgple. the question might be better answered by ancther organasalion. redquare
investgation beyond the auditor's remil, or invoive dsproportionate cost (which is boma by the local
laxpayer), Give your smaler authority the opportuniy first to explan anything in the accounting records
that you ars unsure about If you are not satisfed with their explanation, you can guestion the extemal
auditor about the accounting reconds.

The: kzw liméts the fime avaZable for you formally (o ask questions. This must be done in te penod for
the exsrcise of public rights, so let the exiemal auditor know your CONCeM a5 5000 a5 possibia. The



adverlisemant or notice that tells you the accounting records are available 1o inspect will also ghve the
period for the exertise of pubbc rights during which you may ask the auditor questons, which here
means lormally asking questions under the Act You can ask someone lo regresent you when asking
the pxtemal awditor guestions

Before you ask the external audnor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, S0 you knaw
what they contaln. Piease remember that you cannot formally ask quastions, undcr Ihe Act, afier the
end of Ihe perod for the exercisa of public nghts, You may ask your smaller authodnty other quesions
about [heir accounts for any year, at any Lme, But these are not questions under the Act

You can ask the external auditor questions aboul an lem in the accoundng recards far the financal
year baing audited. However, your right to ask the exdernal audtor questions is limited. The extemnal
auditar can only answer ‘whal guestions, not ‘why” gueslions. The extemal guditor cannal angswer
ouestions about policies, hnances. procedures o anylhing clse uniess itis diractly relevant 10 an item
in the accounting records. Remamber that your questions must always be about facts, nol aplrsons. To
avoid misunderslanding, we recommend hat you olways pul your quastions in writing

The right to make objections at audit

You have Inspecied the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authaority. Now you
mry wizh 1o abject (o the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawiul or thera
are matlers of widar concem arising fram the amaller authority’s finances. A local government elector
can ask e external audilor 10 apply 19 the High Coun for 2 declarstion that an ifem of account Is
urdzwlul, or 1o Essue a repart on matters wiech are in the public interest. You must 1ell the exemnal
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object 12 and why you think the item i unlawful, or why
you think that a public interest report shouid be made about it. You must provide the extemal auditar
with the evidence you have lo suppor your objection. Disagresing with income of spending docs nol
make it uniawiul. To object to the accounts you must wrile [0 the external auditor stating you wanl 1o
make an objection, Including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy 1o the
smader guthonty. The notice must include:

confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authorsy's area;

why you are objecting o the accounts and fhe facts on which you rely,

detalts of any iem in the accounts that you think is undawful, and

details of any matler about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest
report

Other than it mest B¢ Inwnting, there is no st format for objecting. You can only ask the extamal audilor
to act withén the powers available under the | ocal Audd and Accourtability Act 2014,

A final word

You may not use this “right 1o obiect’ to make a personal complaint or caim against your smaller
aufhority. You should taks such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centra or
to your soficitor. Smaller authorities. and o local taxpayers, meel the costs of deaking wath quesbons
and obsections. In deciding whelher 10 take your objecton fonward. one of o serles of factors Ihe auditor
st lake im0 account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection it it Is
in the public interest 1o do 50, They may also decide not o consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexabous, of if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts agains!
an auditor's decsian nat 1o apply to the courts for a declaration that an jlem of account is unlgwiud, you
will have to pay for the action yoursedl.

I
: 3 If you wish to conlact your authonty's appointed
ﬁm:rmadgui;i:ﬂm ?:mm ﬁg""n’l’_ﬁ extemal auddor please wrile lo the address in l
puhlwnﬁmrm- . L.-r-.;..'..-m-- % r,._..-!.: o | lﬂirlﬂraqh 4 of the Neotice of Public Rights and
your nghts are available rom the NAQ websae. | :mm!afﬂt:ﬂr::m ki "




